
Inclusive 
MAKING DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT

Inclusive Disaster Risk Management (DRM) is about equality of rights and 
opportunities, dignity of the individual, acknowledging diversity, and contributing to 
resilience for everyone, not leaving aside members of a community based on age, 
gender, disability, identity or any other limiting condition. 

Women, persons with disabilities and socially excluded groups are at significantly 
higher risk within a population with regards to natural as well as technological 
hazards. A harmonised, regionally-based, locally appropriate inclusive DRM 
approach needs to be developed and recognised by relevant region-wide DRM 
actors. A field-tested and evidence-based, inclusive model driven by proven 
effective methodologies and good practices needs to be promoted at community, 
local, national and regional levels.

To ensure the inclusion perspective, particularly vis-a-vis gender, disability and 
socially excluded groups, a focussed approach and the framework for inclusive 
disaster risk management needs to be an integral part of the post-2015 DRR 
framework, achieved through:
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3 Creating an implementation architecture that involves all 
stakeholders and ensuring community resilience through 
accountable risk governance

Understanding the root causes of exclusion in disaster 
contexts, identifying excluded groups better, and involving them 
meaningfully in reducing their disaster risks

Creating a conducive and enabling policy environment that 
recognises the causes of exclusion and promotes inclusive 
strategies and allocation of resources

www.inclusivedrr.org
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This paper argues the case for building safer, more resilient communities in South Asia using evidence-based inclusive 

approaches to Disaster Risk Management (DRM) through multi-stakeholder engagement. It is based on the learning from 

the Inclusive Community Resilience for Sustainable Disaster Risk Management (INCRISD) South Asia project, currently being 

implemented in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka by ActionAid, Handicap International and 

Oxfam with support from European Commission Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO), under the 7th DIPECHO Action Plan 

for South Asia. While this paper is based on South Asia experiences, recommendations and approaches are meant to have a 

universal application.

Odisha Floods 2011: Homeless tribal people relocated on a nearby highroad, from Adhibasi Para, village Tartol, in the district 
of Jagatsingpur, Odisha, India. The flood in India’s eastern state, precipitated by monsoon rains, damaged at least 1,18,719 
houses and paddy fields over 2,89,115 hectares. A total of 30.97 lakh people in 19 of the 30 districts of the state were 
affected. Photographer’s Credit: Nilayan/ActionAid

This paper draws from the learning of ActionAid, Handicap International and Oxfam. It has been written by Anshu Sharma 
with inputs from Harjeet Singh and Chandrima Biswas (ActionAid International). Inputs were also received from Véronique 
Walbaum, Camille Gosselin (Handicap International), Orla Murphy, Farhana Hafiz (Oxfam). The author also acknowledges the 
inputs received from South Asia DIPECHO partners during the stakeholder workshop in April 2014 at Kathmandu, Nepal.

Content and opinions are solely those of the author on behalf of ActionAid International, Handicap International and Oxfam.
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