Delhi fire: Rebuilding for Resilience

Point of View

Fire at Vasant Kunj, New Delhi, India | 25th April 2014

3 imperative steps

@ Make rebuilt and existing houses fire resistant

m Do this with minimal cost options like wattle and daub (mud plaster on
bamboo walls)

m Improve durability by stabilising mud with 5-7% cement or lime

Improve external protection from rainwater by using cement plaster on the
bottom one foot of the outside surface of walls

m Demonstrate, educate, inspire and train local construction workers and families
to adopt safe construction methods

@ Establish and train local emergency response teams

m Train existing groups such as self help groups, youth groups and volunteers

m Create local fire posts and infrastructure to reach areas where fire tenders
cannot reach

m Establish protocols linking local fire teams with local fire stations for training
and improved coordination during emergency response

@ Relocate or upgrade slums using urban planning principles

= Build two storeyed structures, releasing common land for better roads as fire
breakers and community facilities including education, health and sanitation

m Address policy gaps so as to provide housing (whether through ownership or
rent) rather than providing land for upgrading and relocation

Plastering bamboo mat walls with stabilised

mud will keep houses safer from fires, and
comfortable in heat and cold

The community fire post set up by SEEDS
in a Yamuna Pushta slum in 2000
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